Frog's Focus
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5 Moses said to Pharaoh, “Glorify yourself over me — for when should | entreat for you, for ~ 6.77279 — As you say. Had Pharaoh asked for total removal
our servants, and for your people, to excise the fro 5 © ofthefrogs from his country, that would have happened. But
‘I.J the Ri hall th f Y . P” JA dh id. “F f gs from y,?u am% fr(,’,m your houses: Only i he'asked only that they be taken away from him and his ser-
in the River s ey remain.”° And he said, “For tomorrow. He said, “As you say —sothat | yants— so some frogs found a new habitat in the River and -
you will know that there is none like HASHEM, our God. 7 The frogs will depart fromyouandyour ;  the others died in the land, so that their stench befouled the
hoyses, and from your servants and your people; only in the River shall they remain.” . whole country (Sforno).
oses and Aaron left Pharaoh’s presence; Moses cried out to HASHEM concerning the frogs

that he had inflicted upon Pharaoh. ® HASHEM carried out the word of Moses, and the frogs died
— from the houses, from the courtyards, and from the fields. 1° They piled them up into heaps
and heaps, and the Iand stank
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You shall know _
The Chumash itself testifies to the intent of the Makkos. The purpose
of the Makkos was to forcefully impress into the minds of the Mitzrim
"\Kthat, “71 X 02 ony' — You shall know that I am Hashem” (Shemos
10:2) and, “YIR Y22 °313 PR *3 YN M3 - So that you will know there
is none like Me in all the land” (Shemos 9:14). This theme is repeated
in nine separate possukim throughout the coming parshios.
Pharaoh’s first response to Moshe Rabbeinu was, “YRWR TR ‘11D
NP3 - Who is Hashem that I should listen to His voice? I do not know of
Hashem” (Shemos 5:2). The insolence, chutzpah, and haughtiness be-
hind Pharaoh’s reaction was itself enough to warrant a series of sharp
slaps in the face by the King of kings, HaKadosh Baruch Hu. Indeed,
this is the basic understanding of the entire parshah of the Makkos.
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It was as if Hashem said, “You have the audacity to deny Me, Wh
sustains you and is responsible for your prestige and power? I shall |
take you and your people to task for your insolence, that you should
never forget before Whom you must always kneel in humility”

There is an additional level to the Makkos, however. By uttering the
words, “Who is Hashem; Pharaoh showed that he was sorely lacking
proper knowledge of Hashem. As we shall see, the subsequent Makkos
were a response to that initial statement; a personalized lesson from

o Hashém that would provide Pharaoh with the fundamental knowl-
edge of HaKadosh Baruch Hu and His relationship to the world He
created, and to His chosen people. To know Hashem and be aware
of His existence is not just important for the Jewish people. All the
nations must eventually come to recognize Hashem.

\3 Our purpose in this world is to spend our entire lifetime learning

*and expanding our minds in order to become increasingly aware of
Hashem'’s existence, as we say in the Aleinu prayer, “Mawvmarnnym™
TP TR IIND YR 231 YIn Dnwa DRI K1 7% 1222 9K - For you
shall know this day, and impress it upon your hearts, that Hashem, He is
God, in the Heavens above and upon the earth below, there is no other”
(Devarim 4:39). To attain this knowledge is the work of a lifetime and
the primary purpose of our existence, as taught by Shlomo HaMelech,
CPPMITIN W™ RIMN NPT TIVT 222 - In all your ways know Him, and He
will straighten your paths” (Mishlei 3:6). The whole of creation works
towards achieving this goal, from the smallest insect to greatest galax-

ies, and everything in between.
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Yediyas Hashem, knowledge of Hashem, therefore, is not just a
vital necessity for Klal Yisroel, it is vital for every nation of the world.
A nation unaware of Hashem is a nation that leaves its purpose un-

fulfilled, and indeed, corrupts its very existence. Any corner of the
world that is lacking in yediyas Hashem is a blemish on the whole of
creation, and is a place that can be recognized through the vile and
dissolute behavior of its inhabitants. Such a place was Mitzrayim, as it
is written, “ORaTT D°DI0 NP OIWA DN W1 WK - 'I'heirﬂesh is the
flesh of donkeys and their issue is the issue of horses” (Yechezkel 23:20).
Through the events of Yetzias Mitzrayim, the knowledge of HaKadosh
Baruch Hu was brought to bear upon the Mitzrim, culminating with
the destruction of Pharach and his army at Yam Suf; “>IX *2 07130 W11
VD2 *1I902 71 - And the Mitzrim will know that I am Hashem when

I am glorified through Pharaoh” (Shemos 14:18).

The Lessons of the Makkos

~JRashi explains, in the name of the Tanchuma, that the order of the
Makkos, the Ten Plagues, reflects the order of an organized campaign,

of war. First, the water supply of the enemy should be disrumggi,
which was accomplished by the makkah of Dam, the plague of Blood.

1f they do not surrender, then trumpets are sounded to bring fear to

the inhabitants of the city, and this was the tumultuous croaking of
the Tzefardeya, Frogs.

\5
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The Egyptians had two primary idols: the Nile River, and the ani-
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o mals i{supported. The Nile was the sole source of water in Mitzrayim,
and since it appeared to be the source of all life, they deified it. By
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extension, they also deified the animals that lived in the Nile, as it is
written, “TOK TN PN TN P11 21741 D°INA BI8D Ton YD Ty 2un
AWy "1 "R *2 - Behold, I am upon you, Pharaoh, king of Mitzrayim;
the great crocodile that lies within the Nile, about which [Pharaoh] said,
“The Nile is mine, and I have made it’” (Yechezkel 29:3).

Until these idols had been stripped of their power in the eyes of
the Mitzrim, and seen for what they really were - a helpless, putrid

A stream of water, and a rotting pile of rancid reptiles, there would have

™ been no way to teach them that “Hashem is the God of the Heavens

above and of the earth below, there is no other”

\o

Now, we can begin to understand why Dam and Tzefardeya had
to be the first of the plagues. These two makkos struck a direct blow
to the deities of Mitzrayim. The Nile River, the source of their lives,
the object that they worshipped turned into a smelly stinking canal,
vayivash hayeor. When the millions of tzfardaim came out of the river
and died, there were huge piles of rotting frogs, and some say they -
were crocodiles. The smell was unbearable, vativash haaretz. More
thaﬁ the plague itself, these makkos made the idea of worshiping the
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;’1' Nile and its creatures utterly ridiculous.
™1 PHR P71 ab v - 7 R

/—V{ith the idols of Mitzrayﬁrmle)diﬁitlhe eyes of all, it was
possible to begin the process of teaching HaKadosh Baruch Hu’s
powerfiul lessons to both the Mitzrim, and Bnei Yisroel. This process
began first and foremost with the intellectual elite of Mitzrayim, the
Chartumim. :
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Today is no different

One might say that such a level of realization was far easier to attain
in those far-off days, and surpassed anything we might be able to
achieve today. After all, they had the benefit of the personal guid-
ance of the greatest prophet of all, Moshe Rabbeinu. However, this
is not necessarily true. For a long time, the Jews in Mitzrayim did
not listen to Moshe Rabbeinu at all and regarded his words as sheer
fantasy. They were burdened with backbreaking labors and felt that
their lives were completely dependent on Pharaob. This prevented
them from even beginning to think about what Moshe Rabbeinu was
trying to tell them.
rngay, on the other hand, we have the freedom and ability to un-
derstand and contemplate the concepts of yichud Hashem, the One-
_ness of HaKadosh Baruch Hu, and we have the benefit of thousands
of years of Jewish history to enlighten us as to the reality of the world
around us, and to understand every event in the light of the wisdom
that the Torah has granted to us. In retrospect, it is easier than ever |

P .

< T —
to see that every single occurremce, particularly the ones-that seem

wholly negative and catastrophic, perform the same purpose for our
growth in consciousness as did the original Makkos. When we realize
Who is behind and within every single event that occurs in the world,
there will be no more reason for Hashem to send us sharp reminders
of our true purpose here. /
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The river will swarm with frogs, and they will go into your
homes...and ovens... (Shemos 7:28)

Zodos of Rome taught: Why did Chananiah, Misha'el, and

Azariah throw themselves into the fire [fo avoid bowing
down to Nebuchadnezzar’s idol]? They made a kal vachomer
[logical deduction] from the plague of frogs in Egypt. If the
frogs, who were not commanded to sanctify Hashem’s Name
[perform kiddush Hashem], nevertheless jumped into the hot

ovens, we who are commanded to sanctify Hashem’s Name

2.8

.And this is what the Tur seems to imply as well (Shemosrgzl).‘
Chananiah, Misha'el, and Azariah were correct in their
reasoning. They merited to perform what the Rambam calls the
peak of kiddush Hashem.® Everyone else was afraid, everyone
else either succumbed and bowed down, or fled. But Chananiah,
Misha’el, and Azariah stepped forward to make a tremendous
‘é kiddush Hashem because they reasoned that this was the correct
thing to do.

@ There are values which supersede life itsell. There are values
which we are commanded to die for. Kiddush Hashem is one of
them. But it is also a value that we strive to live by in our daily life.

must definitely jump into the fire! (Pesachim 53b)

et us take a close look at this famous statement of the sage
Todos. He is referring to the gigantic statue Nebuchadnezzar

had built and his order that the various dignitaries and peoples
should bow down before it. Unlike other Jews, Chananiah, Misha’el,
and Azariah refused to bow down to this statue as a result of
the kal vachomer they drew from the frogs in Egypt, cited by the
Gemara above.!
Bpt does this kal vachomer hold water? The Maharsha questions
it. True, the frogs had no mitzvah of kiddush Hashem, buttTé}
“Balso had no opposing mitzvah of vachai bahem, the mitzvah to

stay alive. In contrast, Chananiah, Misha'el, and Azariah had.

both mitzvos of kiddush Hashem and vachai bahem. Furthermore,

Chananiah and his comrades would only have had an element
of kiddush Hashem in public, not private. Thus, there should be
no comparison to the frogs of Egypt, who were not commanded
regarding kiddush Hashem or vachai bahem. The kal vachomer
thus seems wrong!
’ "L Consequently, we must understand that the kal vachomer of
these tzaddikim did not pertain to their mesirus nefesh in entering

the fire per se. They already knew that if asked to bow down to

Themwmm they learned from the
frogs was something else.
Chananiah, Mishael, and Azariah had an internal debate:
Should we run away (as Daniel did), or should we put ourselves
" into the situation and refuse to bow down? True, refusing to bow
down would create a kiddush Hashem, but who says we are the ones
who have to do this? They resolved this question by considering the
frogs of the second plague in Egypt. They reasoned tha? the frogs,
tpo, were not commanded to jump into the hot ovens and kill
¢hemselves. They could have run riot in safer places. Yet the frogs

put themselves forward. They increased the kiddush Hashem and’

were praised for doing so.
As the Rambam writes in his Sefer Hamitzvos (#9):

We have been commanded to sanctify Hashem's Name...to
publicize the correct faith in the world...just as Chananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah did in refusing to bow down lo the
statue. All the other nations did bow down, as did the Jews
- causing a great indictment against the Jewish People.
Everyone was afraid (of Nebuchadnezzar), but Chananiah,
Mishael and Azariah performed this mitzvah, a mitzvah
that was commanded for something of this magnitude...

G
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IPRAYING FOR FROGS

NEr UzIEL ¢ ,MrslwsL-«& @ o

After they extracted a guarantee from Pharaoh that he would liberate
the Jews, “Moshe and Aharon left Pharaoh, and Moshe prayed
[vayitzak] to God concerning the frogs He had brought upon Pharaoh”
(Shemos 8:8). This statement may not appear to contain any remark-
able message, yet it contains some intriguing anomalies.

The verse does not tell us the nature of Moshe’s request. Although
the context suggests that Moshe beseeched God to stop the plague of
frbgs at the prearranged hour to prove to Pharaoh that “there is none
like God our Lord” (ibid., 6), the use of the term vayitzak (translated as
“prayed,” but meaning literally, “he cried out”) casts doubt on this the-

2%

as well as from your houses, your officials, and your people; they will re-

wmain only in the Nile” (ibid. 8:7). Curiously, no mention is made of the

frogs that had entered Fgyptian ovens. In the next verse the Torah

_ ipforms us that Moshe’s assurances were fulfilled: “God did just as

Moshe said, and the frogs in the houses, courtyards, and fields died”
(ibid., 9). Here again, the Torah omits any reference to the frogs that
had leaped into Egyptian ovens.
38 Kli Yakar resolves this inconsistency by explaining that those frogs
'@ leapt into the ovens represented the pious Jews throughout history
who would sacrifice their lives for the sake of sanctifying God’s Name.

- Thus the Tarah does not include the “oven frogs” in its list of casualties,

for they alone survived and returned to the Nile; all the rest died.

ory.

3 As the Talmud explaiﬁs, no less than ten different words that ex-
pf&s the concept of prayer are found in Scriptural literature. Just as Es-
kimos use ten different words to describe snow, which is so dominantin
their world, Jews have ten words for “prayer,” a force unparalleled in its
significance to Jewish life. Each term denotes a siightly different nu-
ance, which conveys the unique character of that particular type of sup-
plication. The word yayitzak expresses a sense of pain, urgency, and dis-
tzess.

2 7 Why is this particular word used to describe Moshe’s prayer at this
stage of the narrative? The sense of pain and urgency that it conveys is
Jincongruous with the plot’s tempo. By now Moshe has taken firm con-
trol of the situation — it is he who is “calling the shots” and determin-
ing the next move in this diplomatic endgame. Pharaoh is floundering,
about to buckle under the inexorable pressure assaulting him. Moshe is
speaking to him with unabashed contempt, even taking the liberty of
poking fun at him. This reflects no element of apprehension that might
justify the use of the “vayitzak” approach to prayer.

339 S
Indeed, these “gven frogs” have served as an inspiration to righ-

teQus jews throughout the generations. When Chananyah, Mishael,
and Azaryah were given the choice of bowing down to an idol or being
cast into a blazing furnace, they reasoned that if the frogs in Egypt were
capable of sacrificing their existence for the sake of God’s honor, sc
could they (Pesachim 53b). And the outcome of their decision is no less
dramatic and inspiring — like the frogs that emerged unscathed from

the ovens of Egypt, these three righteous men miraculously walked out
of the furnace unharmed. '
- This deeper understanding of the frogs’ paradigmatic role in the
course of Jewish history sheds light on our questions regarding the use

of the word vayitzak. Moshe's prayer “concerning the frogs” was in es-
sence a prayer on behalf of all righteous individuals throughout our his-

. tory who would sacrifice their lives to sanctify God’s name. This ex-
plains the pain, anxiety, and urgency expressed in the word vayitzak.
*#Maoshe was beseeching God to miraculously protect these righteous in-

dividuals, just as He had profected the frogs that leaped into the Egyp-
tians’ ovens.

leader, yet he never felt compelled to “cry out” to God in the manner ex-
,Bressed by the term vayifzak. In this instance alone his prayer was one of
agonizing urgency and immediacy. :

— A more basic question is, Why was Moshe so concerned about
frogs? An extremely sensitive and compassionate individual, Moshe
cared for the welfare of all creatures, but to pray so intensely for the sake
of frogs seems to border on the eccentric!

The commentators point out that the frogs which afflicted Egypt

placed themselves in one of two categories — those who fulfilled God’s. o Lj o
will, and those who sacrificed their lives to sanctify God’s Name. These e I
categories are derived from a careful comparison of three corresponding  —— o

verses. Initially God warned Pharaoh that the frogs would be “in your Y vt YRY R n

palace, in your bedroom, in your bed, in the homes of your officials and
people, even in your ovens and kneading bowls” (ibid. 7:28). Later in the
narrative, Moshe assured Pharaoh that the frogs “will depart from you, _
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